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ANTHROPOLOGICAL NOTES 

Ernest Volk, an archaeologist of note, died as the result of an auto- 
mobile accident, September 15, 1919. He was born in Waldkirch, 
Germany, August 25, 1845, but spent his adult life at Trenton, New 
Jersey. In 1899 he became associated with Frederick W. Putnam and 
continued to work under his direction for many years. He gave his 
whole attention to the question of man's antiquity as shown in the de- 
posits near Abbott's home at Trenton. In 191 1 he published a full 
report of twenty-two years of research at Trenton, The Archaeology of 
the Delaware Valley (Papers of the Peabody Museum of American Arch- 
aeology and Ethnology). In this work he sought to establish three 
levels of culture: 1, in the black soil; 2, the yellow drift; and 3, glacial 
gravel. These had been proposed by Abbott in 1883 but were not sup- 
ported by extensive excavations as in the case of Volk, who must be 
regarded as the real investigator of the problem. 

Mr. Volk was a man of fine character, a naturalist of the old school 
who loved his work and took infinite pains with the smallest details. 
His long and patient search for traces of man in the glacial gravels at 
Trenton is one of the most human touches in the story of American 
archaeology, intensified by the tragic interruption of his great task. 
The extracts from his diary, found in the publication cited above, stand 
as a unique contribution to the literature of American anthropology and 
will be read with delight by the experienced collectors of the future. 

From Petermann's Mitteilungen, May-June 1919 issue, we learn that 
the following courses with anthropological bearing are to be offered at 
the new University of Hamburg, each lecturer having the status of a 
professor extra-ordinarius: Karl Florenz, Japanese language and culture; 
Otto Franke, Chinese language and culture; Sten Know, History and 
culture of India; Karl Meinhof, African languages; Georg Thilenius, 
Physical anthropology and ethnology; Siegfried Passarge Geography. 

On December 29, 1919, Dr. Otto Stoll, professor emeritus of the 
University of Zurich, celebrated his seventieth birthday. He has been 
known to Americanists for his Central American researches and for his 
book on hypnotism among the ruder peoples of the globe. 

A movement is on foot for the introduction of teaching on anthro- 
logical subjects into the curriculum of the University of New Zealand, 
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and many of the leading anthropologists of Great Britain have made 
strong representations to the Registrar of the University on its behalf. 
An editorial on the subject accompanied by six letters from British 
anthropologists is contained in The New Zealand Journal of Science and 
Technology, vol. I, no. 5, pp. 257-264. 

Dr. Truman Michelson of the Bureau of American Ethnology has 
been elected an Associate Member of the Societe des Americanistes de 
Paris. 

At a meeting of the Division of Anthropology and Psychology of 
the National Research Council held at Harvard Union, Cambridge, 
Mass., December 30, 1919, Professor Franz Boas presented his resig- 
nation as a member of the Division. The following resolution was 
unanimously adopted : 

That the Chairman be instructed to transmit to the Executive Board 
of the National Research Council the resignation of Professor Boas, with 
regret that the Division must lose the services of the most eminent 
anthropologist in America and a man of unimpeachable devotion to his 
ideals, and with the recommendation that Professor Boas' resignation 
be accepted. 

In the "Anthropological Notes" in the issue for July-September, 
1919, attention is called to the coincident chewing of vegetable substances 
by the Peruvian Indians on the one hand, by the Melanesians on the 
other, in both cases with the admixture of lime. There are at least two 
other such coincidences to which attention has not been called, as far 
as I am aware. In "Melanesians and Polynesians," by Brown (Mac- 
millan, 1910), there is a description of trephining as practised by certain 
Melanesians, and the statement is made that use was made of knotted 
strings as mnemonic aids. 

H. E.Eggers, M. D., Univ. of Nebraska. 

The present day practical application of anthropological knowledge 
is seen in the recognition of Anthropology in the leadership of the new 
wide-spread endeavors in the Americanization field. Dr. Albert E. 
Jenks, Professor of Anthropology of the University of Minnesota, was 
elected President of the National Council of Americanization Workers 
at an organization meeting of Americanization Directors, Teachers, 
Supervisors, etc., held in Cleveland, Ohio, February 24th and 25th, at 
the call of United States Commissioner of Education, Philand H. Claxton. 

The first national meeting of the Council will be in Minneapolis, 
May 31 and June 1, 1920. In 1918 the University of Minnesota estab- 
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lished the first scientific training course in the Americanization field. 
The course grants a B.S. degree, and is under the directorship of Pro- 
fessor Jenks, the President of the new National Council. 

Mr. Reginald Pelham Bolton has nearly completed a manuscript 
dealing with the aboriginal occupation of the metropolitan district of 
New York, based on examination of the original deeds covering the sale 
of land in this vicinity. New and interesting light is thrown on the 
tribal affiliations of these Indians, which independently confirms the 
conclusions arrived at from archaeological explorations recently con- 
ducted in this vicinity. Mr. Bolton's paper will appear in the near 
future in "Indian Notes and Monographs" of the Museum of the Ameri- 
can Indian, Heye Foundation. 

As the result of excavations and explorations in the neighborhood of 
Green Bay, Wisconsin, Mr. J. P. Schumacher, of that city, has acquired 
a number of typical Iroquois pipes and pottery fragments. The origin 
of these pieces can be accounted for by the fact that there were a number 
of settlements of Huron fugitives on Green Bay, following the downfall 
of that tribe at the hands of the Five Nations, during the middle and 
latter part of the seventeenth century. 

Mr. M. R. Harrington, of the Museum of the American Indian, 
Heye Foundation, is engaged in preparing for publication, the results 
of his archaeological explorations in Cuba, beginning in 1915, which 
lasted more than a year, and covered mainly the district about Cabo 
Maisi at the eastern extremity of the island. This publication will also 
include his trip in the spring of 1919, during which time he made some 
interesting archaeological discoveries in the hitherto unknown caves 
and refuse heaps, near Cabo San Antonio, at the western end of Cuba. 
He also secured some very unusual wooden specimens from the muck of 
a lake bed in the same region. 

Mr. Louis R. Sullivan of the American Museum of Natural His- 
tory, left in April to undertake joint work for that Museum and the 
Bishop Museum of Ethnology and Natural History, Honolulu, H. I. 
A study is to be made of the physical anthropology of the inhabitants of 
the Hawaiian Islands. The work is expected to consume at least a year. 

The death of E. O. Randall, Secretary and Editor of the Ohio Ar- 
chaeological and Historical Society of Columbus, Ohio, has been an- 
nounced. 

Mr. C. B. Galbreath, former State Librarian of Ohio, has been 
appointed Secretary of the Ohio State Archaeological and Historical 
Society to fill the vacancy created by the death of Mr. E. O. Randall. 



